
KUALA LUMPUR: The govern-
ment wants to draft a new regula-
tion in an effort to eliminate dis-
crimination against people living 
with HIV or AIDS at the workplace, 
said  Human Resources Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Richard Riot Jaem.

In this respect, he said the min-
istry planned to make a holistic 
review on all its existing acts before 
coming out with a draft and bring-
ing it to the Attorney-General’s 
Chambers, before proceeding to 
the next step.

However, he said, there was no 
definite timeline yet as to when the 
draft would be ready.

“But of course engagement 
(with all the key players) is very 
important in this,” he told report-
ers when met after delivering his 
speech at the Malaysian Business 
Consortium on HIV/AIDS Forum 
2017 here yesterday.

Earlier in his speech, Riot 
explained that currently com-
panies in the country were only 
guided by non-compulsory ‘Code 
of Practice on Prevention and 

Management of HIV and AIDS’ 
developed by the Department of 
Occupational Safety and Health 
in 2001, which supports the crea-
tion of a non-judgemental and 
non-discriminatory work envi-
ronment

 “What we have now is only 
a guidance, voluntary basis. So 
what we intend to do is we will try 
to make it an obligatory,” he said 
adding that since its introduction, 
only 42 companies had adopted 
it.

Riot expressed his concern that 
although AIDS related death had 
stabilised in the past decade and 
led to a significant improvement 
in the quality of life of people liv-
ing with HIV in this country, those 
inflicted continued to be affected 
by attitudes, practices, and poli-
cies that stigmatised against them 
at the workplace.

“We must not forget AIDS and 
HIV cannot be passed from a 
person unless you have contact, 
unlike other diseases where it is 
airborne,” he added. - Bernama
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