
Few takers for free vaccines
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KUALA LUMPUR Health Minister
Datuk Sen Liow Tiong Lai is disap
pointed with what he calls the com
placent attitude ofMalaysians
Despite the fact that there are

400 000 doses of influenza A H1N1
vaccine available at 104 government
health facilities nationwide there
has been poor response from the
public especially those in the high
risk category

The ministry has spent a substan
tial sum ofmoney to buy the vaccine
to protect the rakyat from the dis
ease But as usual people are not
responding quickly to get the vaccine

shot he said
Those in the high risk group are

pregnant women the obese heart
patients diabetics asthma patients
those with chronic lung diseases kid
ney patients those with suppressed
immune systems such as peoplewith
HIV and people with neurological
and neuromuscular disorders
Liow said although the H1N1 sit

uation inMalaysiawas under control

the public should remain on high
alert as the virus was spreading in

the community and infecting at least
50 people including children every
week
Health Director General Tan Sri Dr

Ismail Merican said yesterday until
Friday 81 857 people had been vac
cinated 61 855 ofwhom were min
istry frontliners

To date only 4 996 members of
the public under the high risk cat
egory have been vaccinated

My advice is go to the nearest
health clinic and get yourself vac
cinated if you are in the high risk
group The vaccination is given free
ofcharge
Both liow and Dr Ismail are con

cerned over the lackadaisical atti

tude ofthe people
Adhere to the advice given by the

ministry to avoid being infected
Keep your distance from those in
fected and be strict with personal
hygiene such as washing hands with
soap and water frequently and using
hand sanitiser especially when in
contact with an infected person or in
public places
He said Malaysians who had

planned trips overseas should also be
careful not to get infected and if they
had symptoms of the disease they
should see a doctor immediately
Asked whether there have been

adverse side effects in Malaysians
who have beenvaccinated liowsaid
We have vaccinated some 80 000
people and almost all did not com

plain There were some mild adverse
reactions but nothing serious
There were no new clusters or

deaths reported on Saturday
In Johor Baru the Johor Health

Department has recorded 40 con
firmed cases of H1N1 so far this
year
Department director Dr Mohd

Khairi Yakub said the 40 people had
undergone home quarantine
He said none ofthe 40 suffered any

severe complications and they were
in various stages ofrecovery
On another matter Dr Khairi said

Johor had 691 reported cases of
dengue with three deaths so far this
year He said two of the deaths oc
curred in Segamat while the third
wasinKotaTinggi
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