
Let them

have proper
childhood

MALAYSIANS are waking up to the horrific
realities of child marriages taking place in the
country a practice common in sub Saharan
Africa and South Asia
Unfortunately this problem is prevalent

The United Nations Children s Fund Unicef
statistics reveal that globally more than 60
million girls under the age of 16 are married
and many of them to men twice their age or
older If child marriages continue at the cur
rent rate the numbers will swell to a stag
gering 100 million over the next decade
Recently we read about the marriage of a

10 year old to a 40 year oldman in Kelantan
which incidentally is also the state with the
highest number of incest and HIV AIDS cases
How can any parent offer his or her daugh

ter for marriage at that age At that age I
could not even cross the road without my
father holding my hand or tie my shoelaces
without assistance

Malaysian laws pertaining to divorce mar
riage conversion and child custody have been
passed without proper discussion
Under the law a Muslim girl below the age

of 16 can marry provided she has the consent
of the Syariah court The court is supposed to
rule on each and every case and cannot give a
blanket permission

As for non Muslims marriage is allowed for
those aged 18 and above but a girl at least 16
years of age may marry if a licence is granted
by the menteri besar
If this is the case based on recent statistics

on the number of child marriages last year
alone I must say we have a very efficient
judicial system and able chief ministers as
they have managed to look into every case and
decide on the licence
Studies have shown that child marriages

are harmful These children are exposed to
profound psychosocial and emotional trau
ma sexual abuse loss of education oppor
tunities and health problems
This includes premature pregnancies

which contribute to higher rates ofinfant and
maternal mortality

I am strongly behind Datin Paduka Marina
Mahathir and the Sisters in Islam who have
called upon the government to put a stop to
the practice of child marriages
No child should be put under any duress to

marry early in life Childhood is something
one should cherish and no Malaysian should
be a victim of such practices
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