
Dealing with
illegitimacy

NEWSTRAirsHMES The increase in
babies born out of wedlock is a

legitimate cause for concern but
not a reason for moral panic

Atthe Dewan Rakyat on Tuesday Deputy Women Family
and Community Development Minister Datuk Heng Seai
Kie revealed that more babies were being born out of
wedlock Statistics from the National Registration De
partment NRD showed that the number of illegitimate
children rose by more than 13 per cent from 46 822 in
2008 to 52 982 last year Taken together with the figures

given by the NRD director general in March which showed a 28 per
increase in pre marriage births from 2006 to last year or more than nine
per cent of the total number of babies born in the five year period this is
certainly evidence of a rise in babies born to unwed mothers
However though the increase is a cause for concern it is not a reason for

moral panic In the first place though the figure for 2009 was more than
12 per cent higher than 2008 compared with 2009 the number of babies
born outside marriage increased by about one per cent last year
Moreover the fact that 41 490 out of the three
year total of 152 182 or more than one in four
came from one state alone somewhat skewed
the nationwide picture The rates of increase Given the
have also not skyrocketed in line with in problems with
ternational trends which are markedly higher imiii into l
—more than 40 per cent whowere delivered in unManten

the United States and one out of every three babies it IS
babies in many European countries were important to
illegitimate Closer to home in the Philippines understand the
more than 37 per cent were born out of wedlock
in 2008 extent of the
That said however thankful we may be that problem

we lag far behind the developed countries in
social statistics of the unwanted kind the mere
fact the figures show signs of slowly but steadily playing catch up is
sufficient cause for making sure that they do not suddenly surge in the
future Given the problems with unwanted babies abandoned by unwed
mothers the sexual transmission of HIV AIDS and all the difficulties
associated with illegitimacy such as social stigma low self esteem high
drop out rates poor academic achievement and run ins with the law it is
important to understand the extent of the problem There is a need to
make the programmes designed to reduce the number of babies born
outside matrimony more effective

Given the

problems with
unwanted
babies it is

important to
understand the
extent of the

problem

Headline Dealing with illegitimacy
MediaTitle New Straits Times
Date 17 Nov 2011 Color Black/white
Section Local News Circulation 136,530
Page No 2 Readership 330,000
Language English ArticleSize 198 cm²
Journalist N/A AdValue RM 2,742
Frequency Daily PR Value RM 8,226


