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Anti-AIDS work hit by funding cuts 

Patrick Lee  
 | March 29, 2012  

Several NGOs have had to close shop, raising fears of increases in infection rates. 

KUALA LUMPUR: The Ministry of Health has been reducing its funding of HIV/AIDS 
social work over the last couple of years. 

According to documents provided by social workers, it allocated RM7.8 million for 45 
projects in 2010 and cut this to RM7.2 million in 2011. For this year, the amount is 
only RM5.3 million. 

Klang MP Charles Santiago of DAP said the reduction had forced some groups to 
close down their anti-HIV service centres. 

“Many groups all over Malaysia have been actively involved in AIDS prevention, and 
as a result of their efforts, the number of AIDS cases have dropped dramatically,” he 
told reporters in Parliament. 

“As a result of the cut in funds, three centres—in Kluang, Mersing and Klang—have 
already closed. And more will close in the next couple of months.” 

He said the cuts were expected to be keenly felt amongst Malaysians infected with 
HIV and suffering from AIDS. 

Several anti-HIV social workers and officials of the Malaysian AIDS Council (MAC) 
were at Santiago’s press conference. 

In earlier interviews, social groups have told FMT that thousands of HIV/AIDS 
patients had been left in the lurch because of this year’s massive cut in funding. 

These NGOs depend on money from the Health Ministry, which is disbursed through 
the MAC. According to their representatives, some of these groups have seen their 
funding stopped altogether, forcing them to dismiss their workers and end their 
services. 
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However, the Health Ministry has denied that there had been any decision to cease 
funding any of these groups. Its director-general, Hassan Abdul Rahman, said in a 
FMT interview that the funds had only been delayed. 

He said the ministry had allocated a total of RM65 million over the last decade, but 
that a number of the NGOs either sent poor progress reports or did not send them at 
all. It was because of this, he added, that the ministry had refrained from approving 
proposals for additional funds. 

 

Additionally, some of these projects proved too expensive for the ministry to handle, 
he said. 

Santiago, citing the ministry’s HIV/AIDS registry, said that by 2010 transmission 
through sex had overtaken drug use as the foremost mode of infection. 

MAC vice-president Hisham Hussein told reporters he felt it was not right for the 
government to cut funds for a non-performing group just because the person 
responsible was not competent. 

“If somebody can’t do a good job, get somebody else who can do a better job,” he 
said. “If you just close down the operation, you’re going to get higher rate of 
infection. 

“If an NGO doesn’t perform in Chow Kit, for example, you don’t just close down the 
NGO. Who’s going to take care of HIV prevention in the Chow Kit area?” 

He also said the government had not allocated “a single sen” towards HIV prevention 
through sexual transmission in Chow Kit, well known in Kuala Lumpur as a red light 
district. 

http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2012/03/29/anti-aids-work-hit-by-funding-cuts/attachment/santiago-2/

