
Protesters tell govts to reject TPPA
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Reset KUALA LUMPUR (Aug 23): About 100 people gathered opposite the US embassy here today to protest
against the signing of the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA).  The Coalition To Act Against The
TPPA Malaysia, comprising about 200 civil rights groups, marched to the embassy from the Tabung Haji
building near Jalan Tun Razak about 2.20pm.  They caused traffic to crawl on Jalan Tun Razak, as passing
vehicles slowed down to ascertain the reason for the gathering.  Police were on guard to ensure that
pedestrians crossing the street were safe and also directed traffic to not cause further congestion.  The group,
comprising members and representatives from Parti Sosialis Malaysia (PSM), Solidariti Anak Muda Malaysia
(SAMM), Solidariti Mahasiswa Malaysia (SMM), the National Union of Bank Employees (NUBE) and the
Malaysian Trade Union Congress (MTUC), were not allowed to enter the embassy to submit their
memorandum.  However, two representatives, NUBE secretary general J. Solomon and Malaysian Aids Council
honorary secretary Hisham Hussein were allowed to enter the security booth and submitted their document to a
senior security manager who identified himself as Mr Green.  “I read out our memorandum to him, word by
word, and he (Green) told us that the embassy acknowledges receiving our document and the embassy is more
than willing to meet with the coalition to discuss our views,” said Hisham after the short meeting.  “No time frame
was given. We were told to contact the general line but they did say that our demands will be discussed at the
economic session,” he added.  Coalition chairman and Malay Economic Action Council CEO Mohd Nizam
Mahshar said the group urges the Malaysian government and the other 11 countries in discussion to sign the
TPPA to rescind on the negotiations.  “We call on the governments participating in the TPPA talks to reject any
and all efforts towards the corporate colonisation of Asia-Pacific and her peoples and commit to protecting,
preserving and promoting a truly free, fair and safe system of trade relations between nations,” he said.  “We
use the terms corporate colonisation to describe the TPPA, its contents and its processes for the very reason
that it is the multinational corporate interests that have been driving much of the controversial provisions that
have been so far been proposed and pressed upon the governments to accept,” he added.  He said the TPPA
betrays the genuine intentions of these governments and its people to pursue free and fair international trade,
beneficial economic cooperation-toward sound economic growth and stability, mutual prosperity and inclusive
well-being of the people of these countries.  “The Malaysian government should protect its sovereignty and
reject the negotiations to ensure we are free from the subjugation of the new economy which only seeks to
exploit,” he added.  The controversial trans-border trade partnership is currently being negotiated by 12
countries led by the United States. The other nations are Malaysia, Brunei, Chile, New Zealand, Singapore,
Australia, Peru, Vietnam, Mexico, Canada and Japan.  It aims to further liberalise economies in the Asia-Pacific
region, and covers a broad spectrum of areas which includes public health, the environment and legal system.
Despite assurances from the government that the interests of the country will be protected, opposition leaders
and activists are still concerned about the agreement, especially on matters pertaining to sovereign control over
financial markets, pharmaceutical and medical prices, investor-state dispute settlements and the discreet
negotiations which have been kept away from public scrutiny.  Critics have claimed that the country may face
the possibility of losing its rights to control capital, which was noted in other free trade agreements that the US
h a d  n e g o t i a t e d .
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