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urging Malaysia to postpone its participation in the trade deal. – Picture by Choo Choy MayKUALA LUMPUR,
Nov 15 — Leaked papers of the contentious Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA) showed Putrajaya
withheld key details of the trade negotiations from stakeholders, said a coalition fighting to prevent Malaysia
from inking a deal it claimed would “colonise” the country.   Fifa Rahman, of Bantah TPPA, said information on
the trade talks given to the group in previous engagement with the government “was far less” than what was
found in the documents leaked by whistleblower WikiLeaks, much to their chagrin since the negotiations
covered issues of public concerns like medicine prices.   “We were shocked to find that the papers were so
extensive but we were told only little..we have been kept in the dark,” Fifa, who is the policy manager for the
Malaysian Aids Foundation which is one of the NGO members of the Bantah TPPA coalition, told a press
conference here.   Fifa’s organisation are among the many healthcare groups which have voiced concern over
Malaysia’s involvement in the TPPA as provisions in the deal could see pharmaceutical companies tighten its
grip on medicinal patents and push prices up.   According to the draft of Intellectual Property (IP) Rights chapter
published online by WikiLeaks, the United States — seen as the key driver of the deal — is pushing for a five-
year ban against the introduction of generic equivalents to patented medicine.   This would also apply from the
date a drug undergoes marketing approval in the signatory state, rather than from the date it was originally
p a t e n t e d .
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