
New HIV strain found
Recombination of two subtypes said to be more aggressive
A NEW strain of the HIV virus
believed to be more aggressive than
at least one strain here has reared
its head
Researchers from Tan Tock Seng

Hospital TTSH believe the new
strain developed from a recombina
tion of the two existing strains here
and that it may have arisen among
the community of bisexual HIV pos
itive patients

By more aggressive researchers
mean that patients with the virus

which causes the incurable Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome or
Aids could become very ill much
sooner

The two strains of HIV here docu
mented since 1996 are the subtype
B strain and the CRF01 AE strain
When a patient who is already

infected with one strain is infected
with another the viruses from these
two strains then undergo recombi
nation and emerge with parts of the
original two strains

Worldwide there are nine main
strains of HIV
So far 50 instances ofrecombined

strains have been identified
With this the first new strain

discovered here being the 51st
instance of recombination the new
strain has been named CRF51 01B
Preliminary research in TTSH indi

cates that it can wreak more havoc
with one s immune system than the
B strain in an untreated patient
But how the new strain compares

to the AE strain will require more
research said Dr Ng Oon Tek the
consultant at TTSH s Department of
Infectious Diseases heading the
study
Doctors say however that treat

ment methods will not change
Drugs now in use here will still be

effective against the new strain
The key remains in getting people

to be tested and to seek treatment as

soon as possible said Dr Ng The
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