
Make it easier for addicts to get treatment
DRUG addiction is an intractable
psychosocial problem which could
yield a plethora of devastating
repercussions
Literally drug addicts are obtru

sively viewed as a burden to society
and are frequently alienated dispar
aged and ridiculed because they are
claimed to be hopeless and pathetic
citizens who are unable to endure
life s daily challenges
The Methadone Maintenance

Treatment programme MMT is an
ancillary opiate replacement thera
py The programme was importantly
implemented to eradicate and cur
tail the widespread misuse of illegal
opiate substances to minimise the
rapid spread of deleterious infec
tious diseases such as HIV AIDS and

to enable opiate addicts to be eco
nomically more productive instead
of wasting time engaging in crimi
nal activities which could actually
ruin their lives
Lately there were some unnec

essary complaints raised regard
ing the poor accessibility into the
methadone treatment programme
particularly in the state of Penang
Penang has one of the highest

number of drug addicts yet unfor
tunately most of the addicts are still
waiting relentlessly to get enrolled
into methadone treatment
What is actually happening and

what is the authority doing about
it Are they still determining the
feasibility of the methadone pro
gramme or is it too costly to pro

vide free methadone treatment to
each and every opiate addict
Apparently the unnecessary and

ridiculous prolonged waiting period
in processing new methadone appli
cations has agonisingly annoyed an
incalculable number of opiate addicts
seeking proper treatment from gov
ernment run methadone clinics
Intriguingly those who wish to

repent or abstain from their drug
addiction menace are told to wait
before they can eventually qualify
to receive treatment
Treatment should be immediately

provided not delayed otherwise it
could obnoxiously deteriorate the
recovery process of drug addiction
In fact most opiate addicts have
been deprived of methadone treat

ment

Thus I humbly appeal to the
Health Ministry to meticulously
look into the circumstances or flaws
affecting the whole efficacy of the
methadone treatment programme
as well as take suitable measures to
address the debacle
The above highlighted issues are

some of the woes and predicaments
of the neglected segment of society
who needs assistance 1 sincerely
hope the relevant authorities will
act promptly to enable opiate
addicts to receive methadone treat
ment without any difficulty
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