
Celebrities to help out
with AIDS awareness
ZAINAL Alam Kadir knows a fair
bit about HIV and AIDS but when
he goes back to his hometown in
Johor he is shocked to discover
that many are still ignorant and
there is discrimination towards
those with HIV AIDS

There were two people who
were dear to me who have since
passed away but I never knew
how they died because nobody
told me anything

It is possible that they had
AIDS but if somebody had told
me that 1 would ve taken time to
care for them and given them the
support that most patients lack
the Astro personality said during a
press conference after the launch
of the Red Ribbon Celebrity
Support Programme 2009 10
recently
Zainal and 11 other celebrities

volunteered to be part of the cam
paign organised by the Malaysian
AIDS Council MAC which aims to
address the issue of stigma and
discrimination towards HIV AIDS
patients
Other celebrities include actor

Fahrin Ahmad 8tv host Owen Yap
and singer Dayang Nurfaizah as
well as Datuk Siti Nurhaliza who

will be supporting the campaign
from behind the scenes

We feel proud to be given the
chance to help as we have the
capability to do so because of our
status as celebrities We hope that
what we will be doing will be use
ful to society Fahrin said

Yap added that the real enemy
was the vims itself and that soci
ety should not discriminate those
with HIV AIDS
Meanwhile MAC executive

committee member Dr Soraya
Datuk Azmi said the extent of
stigma and discrimination
against Malaysians with HIV
AIDS was alarming as three out
of four have said that they would
be ashamed if they were infected
with HIV

One out of two would be
ashamed if someone in their fam
ily had HIV AIDS according to a
survey done in 2008 Dr Soraya
said
She added that Malaysians must

know that HIV did not spread
through physical contact
Soraya added that she was con

fident that this programme would
help spread the message to
Malaysians everywhere


