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A E OFTEN hear of the need to engage
young people and listen to them
iS because they are the leaders of the
future Youths who attended the recent 9th
International Congress On AIDS In Asia And
The Pacific Icaap however came out strongly
to assert that they should not have to wait to
lead

We are not leaders of the future we are
leaders now said India s Himakshi Piplani 21
Himakshi and many of her peers believe

they have the knowledge skill and ability to
make informed decisions especially when it
comes to issues which affect their generation
and in the context of the conference on HIV
AIDS

They were part of the Bali Youth Force a
coalition set up by youth networks and organi
sations from Asia to ensure significant youth
participation at the 9th Icaap held in Bali
Indonesia last week Over 130 young people
and over 50 contributions on the online
consultation from around the region gathered
for a two day forum prior to the conference to
discuss youth issues They also compiled a list
of recommendations which included their
wish for a more meaningful youth participa
tion in programmes and policy making proc
esses that affect their lives

This was the sentiment that was highlighted
throughout the regional conference where
over 3 500 delegates gathered to discuss HIV
AIDS issues
The recommendation that young people not

only be given a voice but also an equal say in
decision and policy making is not unreasona
ble
Many international documents endorse this

recommendation including the UNGASS
Declaration of Commitment on HIV and AIDS

Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Millennium Development Goals
It makes sense to engage a group with one

of the highest rates of HIV infection in the
world The 2007 statistics indicate that in
Malaysia four young people are infected with
HIV every day but we often don t hear from
these young HIV persons
Still young people have come a long way

when it comes to having their voice heard in

the battle against H1V AIDS There were many
outspoken young people at the 9th Icaap

A young person defined by the United
Nations as between the ages of 15 and 24
spoke for the first time at an Icaap opening
plenary session

China s Liping Mian 24 the Youth Campaign
Coordinator for the World AIDS Campaign
noted the milestone but was quick to remind
her peers not to rest on their laurels and to be
wary of tokenism

I think the idea of tokenism is still very
common when it comes to young people being
involved in HIV issues They are invited to sit in
sessions without being included in discussions
or allowed to contribute

We often sit there without influence she
said adding that even when the opportunity
arises only certain young people are invited to
the meeting
Throughout the conference the Bali Youth

Force addressed youth issues at almost every

opportunity they got
These were young people who brought with

them a wealth of knowledge and experience
Many are involved in various projects at
community national and international level
Some are involved in peer to peer projects
some deal with MSM men who have sex with

Headline Youth force
Date 19 Aug 2009 Language English
MediaTitle The Star Page No 1 to 3
Section StarTwo Article Size 1867 cm

2

Journalist NIKI CHEONG
Frequency Daily Color Full Color
ADValue 69,867 PRValue 209,601

Headline Youth force
Date 19 Aug 2009 Language English
MediaTitle The Star Page No 1 to 3
Section StarTwo Article Size 1867 cm

2

Journalist NIKI CHEONG
Frequency Daily Color Full Color
ADValue 69,867 PRValue 209,601



That s why it is necessary when you acquire knowledge that
you share it with others and not just keep it to yourself
At one of the youth dialogues during the 9th Icaap Pakplus

a network of people living with H1V AIDS in Pakistan director
Shukria Gul spoke about being an HIV mother and her
concerns for her children

In her case she feels it is important for her children to be
aware of the issues not only because they too might be at risk
but also because she will need them to care for her

So we have discussions sometimes I give them booklets
and they read it I tell them that this is important for you and
me sheexplains
Parents can also be used as advocates to help raise aware

ness on HIV AIDS

rage com my

men issues while some work with injecting
drug users IDUs
As youths they also understand how their

peers are most vulnerable to HIV infections
The challenge for organisations working on

HIV AIDS is on how to include and engage
young people effectively This is
indeed the case with the Malaysian
AIDS Council MAC an umbrella body
that supports and coordinates the
efforts of organisations working on
HIV AIDS issues in Malaysia
Its executive director Bakhtiar

Talhah said that MAC has a youth
department which sad to say is
rather dormant

Bakhtiar said that MAC S efforts in
engaging young people are ad hoc
and sporadic as it is the Ministry of
Education and Ministry of Higher
Education s task to educate young
people on HIV and AIDS
Instead MAC chooses to work

with youths with certain expertise
such as medical students who are
able to assist the organisation
with their work on most at risk
groups such as IDUs
Then there is the issue of

generating and sustaining youths
interest in HIV AIDS
The recommendation by the

Bali Youth Force is about ensur
ing adult youth partnership
says Sri Lanka s Milinda
Rajapakshya 24

There needs to be a long
term mechanism to ensure

youth participation
He cites knowledge transference accept

ance of the fact that young people can
contribute to the cause and youth ownership
as some of the strategies
There are young people who are willing to

step up and dedicate their time and effort to a
cause they feel strongly for Some HIV youths
have even boldly offered to put a face to HIV
AIDS by publicly declaring their status and
talking openly about living with their infec
tion
It is now up to them to find their way into

partnerships with the current stakeholders
who are mostly made up of the older genera
tion so that they can protect their peers from
HIV infection and support those who are
infected
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